
February 20,2013 

To: Dennis J. McLerran 
EPA Region 10 Administrator 
US EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Ave 
Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Re: Positive Government-to-Government Relations 

Dear Mr. McLerran: 

RECEIVED 

MAR 18101' 

As President of the Native Village of Tyonek - IRA Council (NVT), I would like to formally 
thank you on behalf of the entire NVT Council for respectfully engaging in meaningful 
consultation with the NVT - IRA Council. We are very grateful for the commitment of the EPA 
leadership and employees in both Region 10 and Headquarters to engage in positive and 
meaningful government-to-government consultation. The U.S. EPA is exemplar among federal 
agencies in implementing the federally mandated Executive Order 13175, which is consistently 
demonstrated by EPA's open communications and the ongoing advocacy on behalf ofNVT. 

Thank you for coming to Anchorage on November 14th, 2012 to sign a historic MOU with the 
NVT, for sending Mr. Rick Parkin and staff to Tyonek to meet with the NVT on August 11th, 
2011, for participating in the government-to-government meeting with Administrator Jackson on • 
October 3rd, 2012, and for sending EPA staff to travel to Anchorage in-order to participate in our 
first quarterly government-to-government conference call on February 4th, 2013. 

We greatly appreciated the opportunity to meet on a government-to-government basis and 
appreciate the important work of the U.S. EPA in upholding the Clean Water and Clean Air 
Acts. 

Regarding NVT' s role as a Cooperating Agency with the Army Corps of Engineers as the lead 
federal agency, NVT continues to be placed at a severe disadvantage as we have not had the 
opportunity to review draft documents and cooperating agency comments in a timely fashion. 
We acknowledge and appreciate that your staff has recently advocated for the draft Water 
Management Plan and agency comments to be released to NVT. 
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In our dual roles as a Tribal Government and a Cooperating Agency we are committed to 
working together with all state and federal permitting agencies, as we find that when we all work 
together Alaskan's reach better decisions. 

We realize that you are very busy serving the entire Region and we are grateful for your 
leadership and your commitment to effective government-to-government relations. 
Again we thank you for your service and the work of the U.S. EPA. 

Sincerely, 

President Frank Standifer III 

Cc: Jodi Archibald Gillette 
Joann Chase 
Bicky Corman 
Jim Woods 
Jamey Stoddard 



!{~·solution!! 2013-03 
Councill,fthc ~alive Village oi"T)onck 

Recognizing EPA's Commitmt•nt to Tribal Consultntion 

WHEREAS. this tribe i!" an Jndian chartered trihc ns dcfincJ by the lndian Reorganization Act 
ofJun~ 181~>. 1934 and the act of May. JQ36. ~xtending certain provision-; ,;fthc fom1erac1 h) 
Alaska. <md under its l'hartl.!r. con-:tilutiol' anci by-law~. h~L'> 1\111 authoril) to uct in the folll'wing 
;mJ 

WHEREAS, the Native Village nl I )Onck and II<A nrgam7..ati~m IS th~ Tribul authMiiy i'or 
1 }Onek. and is rccl'll'ni·;ed in the Fcdf'rnl Rcl_!.i:,h:r: :md 

WHEREAS. the Native Village ot I yonek 1 NV f) also referred to as T cbughna (Beach Peopk) 
have subsisted and thrived from the hW\ csting. of Bdugd Whales. Salmon. I Iooligall. I rout. 
Moose. Bear. Ducks. Gcc~e. Berrie-•• Med1cinal and Ediok plants as tmdillonal ~md customw: 
prm:ticcs for our past. presen1 :md hnurc -.ul"\ 1\ ul: and 

WHEREAS, PacRun Coal. a Dcht\\are 1 0roorntion. is actively seeking state nnd federal permits 
to operate the Chuitna coal stnp mint:. in and around the Native Village ofT)Onck and Ch'u'itnu 
Ardu:ological District. and within t~riticnl fish and gmnc habit<tls that support NVT's hislL,ric.tl 
and present lifestyle. and 

WHEREAS. the PacRim Coal C.ompan) continues 10 mnve forward with perrnining 
applications. despite the fact that liR0 {, of "JVT rcsidcntc: opp<>!>l! ~:oal ~-tnp mining tn lin: Chuilna 
Watcrsh~d and Ch"u.itnu ArcheologJcal District. and 

WHEREAS. the Natin! Villagt: ol I ~ont:k IRA Council isH wvereign Amerrcnn Indian rril'r 
entitled to govcmmcnt-to-govcmmcm relation" and meaningthl consultation with the l'nitcd 
Sbtcs nf Amem·an und all federal ngcncier. thcrcot: and 

\VIIEREAS, the Native Village of I ronek- IRA Cuun~il curr~nlly has a signt=J MOl r \\-ith 1he 
l '.S EPA Rcgiim I 0 and posiuve govc::nm1ent-to-govcmmcnt and meaningful con.;;ultation 
continues between the U.S. EPA and N\'T. 

NOW. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Nnttvc Village of 1 ;.onck - IRA Couuctl: 

\dmin c )fri'-'l'' 
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I. Re~.:og.niLcs :md appreciate::. the llnitc:d Stutes E:.nvironmt!ntal Protcclion AgcnC) 1i1r· 

(a) engaging in ongoing gmc:mment-to-gnvemment consultatinn with NVT -.inct' 
2005. 

Cb) demonstrating a 1n11: .:ommumcnt to uphold the Clean Wnt\!r and Clean Air At·ts 
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(c) offering Techinical 1\ssistanl·~. ' to lhe NVT throughout the NEPA. pro~ess of the 
proposed Chuitna Coal Ininc 

(d) n1aintain ing open channels or <.:ornmunication bet ween staff· and leadtship of the 
ll.S. EP/\ and the ~\'1. 

NOW T'liEREF<lRE BE 11' FI.NALLY RESOLVED. that the Native Village of'f)ronck -­
IRA Council does herc~y express its. sin~crc grat~t~1dc t? the ll.S. ~PA ~~cgion 1 ?. an~ 
Hcadquaiicrs leadership for consu1t1ng In good tarth wtth the Nattvc V til age of I yonek I RJ\ 
Council throughout the entire pern1itting pro~ess of the proposed Chuitna ('oa) Strip Mine~ in­
order to n1itigate any adverse effects on tribal cultural and spiritual values and intercs.lt,s 'Nithin 
the Chuitna River Watershed 'uuf the ( 'h ·u· itnu Archeological f>istrict that n1aybe c~uscd by the 
proposed mine~ I 

CERT!FICAl'ION 
This will certify that the foregoing resolution vlas approved at a n1{;cting held on the ~· day. 
of {\;\Cl! l ~\r' -~ 2013. At which quo nun of L,ouncil n1c1nhers \~ere in attendance. 

For f. ) 

Against .. p.~ 
Present ___lQ 
Absent ·-:-1 

...) 

~(b~ --·- ·-- ~ - ... . - - ' 
Rae .1. Baretels. Secretary tl'rcasurcr 


